
 
How to Seal  

HIGH TRAFFIC TIMBER FLOORS NEW AND 
EXISTING 
In Assembly Halls, Multi-purpose Sports Stadiums, Council Halls, etc.  
Issued: 14/4/19  
Products to use:  

• ULTRASTRIP 

• TIMBERTECH  

• MASTERPIECE 

• FIRSTBASE 
  

Procedure: Floor Preparation – Sealed Floors  
 

1. Floors coated with a sealer finish (if a strippable wax or acrylic sealer was used it is best to completely sand 
back to bear timber) : 

2. Prepare the surface Remove all dirt, oil and spillages by scrubbing with a solution of pH7 Detergent. All 
waxes and acrylic polishes should be stripped using ULTRASTRIP. Allow the floor to dry.   

3. Mop ULTRASTRIP onto a workable sized area. Dilute 1 part of ULTRASTRIP with from 10 to 20 parts of cold 
water. For severe polish build-ups higher concentrations up to 1 in 3 ULTRASTRIP may be used. 

4. Mop ULTRASTRIP solution generously over the floor and allow 10 to 15 minutes to activate. Keep the floor 
wet with solution; don’t let it dry out (apply more if necessary). 

5. Scrub floor with a black pad under a slow machine, spending more time along the edges where the sealer will 
be thickest. 

6. Mop up solution and rinse floor with clean hot water. 

7. Floors that are porous should be flood-rinsed i.e., should be completely covered with clean hot water and then 
wet-vacuumed or mopped up. This is needed to remove the stripper from all of the pores in the floor.  

8. Avoid stripping through the basecoat to bare timber.  

9. Cut back floor by buffing with a 100 mesh screen disc fitted under a black pad on a slow speed single disc 
buffing machine. Buff the disc right across the floor in one pass and then make an overlapping pass back to 
the first side. Continue in this way. Turn the disc over after 25sqm, and fit a new one after both sides have 
been used every 40-50sqm. Do not use a torn or broken disc as it may scratch the floor. Make sure the floor 
receives an even cutback all over.  

10. Vacuum up the dust.  

11. Wipe all over the floor with a ‘tack rag’ (a cloth dampened with mineral turpentine to make the dust stick to it). 

12. Apply TIMBERTECH; 

a. Apply the sealer When the floor is dry, apply 2 coats of TIMBERTECH, leaving the first coat for 1-2 
hours to dry before laying the second coat. 

b. CLEAN UP The applicator must not be allowed to dry out. Remove the lambswool from the handle 
and soak it in water while waiting for coats to dry. Upon completion of the job, wash the applicator in 
cold soapy water until all sealer is removed. Rinse and hang it up to dry.  

c. ALLOW THE FLOOR TO CURE Before allowing heavy traffic to use the floor, give it 24 hours to cure 
from the time the last coat was laid. 

13. Apply MASTERPIECE; 

a. First mop on 2-4 coats of MASTERPIECE allowing 20-30 minutes to dry between coats. 

b. Maintain floor by cleaning with AUTOSCRUB or SYMPOL and dry-buffing (for machines from 1000 to 
2000+ rpm) or spray-buffing (for machines from 450 to 1000 rpm).  

 
NEW OR FULLY-SANDED BARE FLOORS  
 

1. Punch all nails to a depth of 3mm below the floor surface.  

2. Prepare the surface Sand the floor until level, smooth and uniform. All sanding dust must be removed before 
applying the TIMBERTECH. To do this, sweep or vacuum the floor to collect the bulk of the dust.  

3. Next remove remaining traces of dust with a ‘tack rag’. For this you can use a clean cloth towel wet with water 
and draped over a broom. This moist rag must be wiped over the floor to collect the dust. It must be rotated 
regularly so a fresh surface is exposed to retain the dust. Each 50 sq. metres, change the towel or wash it in 
clean water; continue until the whole floor has been wiped and is dust-free, then allow it to dry.  



4. Apply the sealer Apply 4 or 5 coats to a new or fully sanded floor. Pour the TIMBERTECH into an applicator 
tray, dip the lambswool applicator into the sealer until fully wet, then drag the applicator along the floor in the 
direction of the grain. 

 
 
5. Use a smooth, even action and avoid agitating or aerating the product. Give the floor an even, complete 

coverage so there is no streaking and no dry patches, but do not puddle the sealer either.  
 

Large gymnasium floors:  
 
1. Tape off or lock all doors except your exit to prevent public access. 
2. Shake the applicator and pull off any loose fibres. 
3. Pour TIMBERTECH into a clean plastic watering can, being careful not to splash it on the floor. (It is a good 

idea to do this on a large piece of cardboard that can be moved across the unsealed areas).  
4. Go to the corner of the gym furthest from your exit door. Pour a small pool of TIMBERTECH on the floor and 

pass the applicator through this to saturate the pad. 
5.  Pour a line of TIMBERTECH, about 100mm wide, onto the floor about 30cm from the wall, while your 

assistant pulls the applicator through the TIMBERTECH, spreading it evenly. Continue to the end of the wall, 
then turn and come back with a new strip that overlaps the first strip by 150mm. Keep the applicator at a 
slight angle so any excess sealer runs off towards the un-sealed part of the floor. 

6. Try to avoid allowing a pool of sealer to build up in front of the applicator.  
7. At the turns, be careful to leave no gaps, to avoid puddles and to avoid agitation that makes bubbles. 
8. Walk at a slow pace with the applicator and pour down less sealer as you approach the wall. 
9. Refill the watering can as needed, using the cardboard under it to protect the floor from splashes.  
10. When the first coat is laid, stow the applicator inside a large plastic bag and tie it up so it is air-tight. It will be 

ready for use to lay the second coat in 1 or 2 hours time.  
11. Do not pour any unused TIMBERTECH back into the drum, as it may contaminate the product.  
12. Sand lightly The first coat will raise the grain of the wood and leave the surface a little rough. It should be 

sanded with a used 100 grit sandscreen disc once the first coat has dried (1 to 2 hours after application). 
Then the dust needs to be swept or vacuumed up and the floor should be tack-ragged again. Always wait 
until the previous coat is fully dry before applying the next coat. It is not necessary to sand the floor again 
(unless more than 24 hours has elapsed since the previous coat was laid) – apply the remaining 3 or 4 coats 
and allow to dry.  

13. The film will cure to maximum hardness over the next few days. 
 
 
Procedure: Floor Preparation – New, Bare Timber Floors with FIRSTBASE and MASTERPIECE 
 

1. Timber floors should be stripped free from wax and acrylic polishes. 

2. Apply FIRST BASE using a brush, short nap roller, paint pad or string mop. Give floor a generous coating, but 
avoid puddling. The porosity of the floor will determine the actual coverage rate. Try to avoid generating 
bubbles. If bubbles are left, they must be broken before the sealer dries by dragging a clean, soft brush or 
broom across the wet film. 

3. After the first coat is touch-dry, it must be left for a further 15 minutes before the next coat is laid 

4. Mop on 2-4 coats of MASTERPIECE allowing 20-30 minutes to dry between coats.  
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