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How to Clean  

CERAMIC TILE FLOORS  
with an autoscrubbing machine  
Issued: 10/6/19  
 
Shifter Detergent has been specially formulated for cleaning ceramic tile floors. It lifts and dissolves stubborn soils and prevents 
them from re-depositing back onto the cleaned surface.  
 
When: Daily  
Products to use:  

• SHIFTER DETERGENT  
 

Equipment:  

• Automatic scrubbing machine with blue pads and with nylon brushes  
 

PROCEDURE:  
1. Work out the amount of water in the scrubber tank. This can be done easily by filling 10L buckets with water and counting how 
many are needed to fill the tank.  

2. Work out how much SHIFTER to add:  

➢ For Heavy Soilage, add 1 part Shifter per 50 parts water (for a 100L tank, add 2L Shifter).  

➢ For Light Soilage, add 1 part Shifter per 100 parts water (for a 100L tank, add 1L Shifter).  
 

Wear rubber gloves and safety glasses when pouring this product.   
Add Shifter to the tank.  
 

3. Sweep the floor to remove litter. Scrape off any label stickers or chewing gum.  

4. Fit the nylon brushes to the scrubbing machine.  

5. Scrub the floor with a generous flow of solution onto the floor and squeegee vacuuming up the dirty solution.  

6. Make sure all the floor is scrubbed. Travel more slowly over the dirtier, heavy-traffic areas.  

7. If wet turn marks are left behind, mop these off with a clean damp mop.  

8. Return the scrubber to the cleaners room, dump the dirty water, remove and wash down the brushes. Put the equipment away in 
the correct location.  

9. For the next two days, use blue pads instead of brushes. On the fourth day, use brushes again and continue this cycle, using 
brushes twice per week.  

 
Notes:  
1. Brushes are used twice a week to keep the grout lines clean. If the grout lines are dirty, use brushes every day until they are clean. Dirty grout 
lines will make the floor dirty because the squeegee will drag dirt from the lines onto the face of the tiles.  
 
2. Make sure the detergent solution flows generously onto the floor. If the floor doesn’t “see” enough liquid, the squeegee won’t pick up all of the 
dirt. The dirt must be flushed off the floor, otherwise it will make “mud” and be smeared across the floor instead of being removed.  
 
3. Remember that the effect of Shifter at 1 in 50 is completely different from the same detergent at 1 in 100. Likewise, it is more powerful again at 1 
in 25, but this is only recommended for very hard-to-clean floors. If the floor doesn’t come clean using Shifter at 1 in 50, try 1 in 25. The amount of 
detergent needs to be matched to the amount of soil and the difficulty of removing it.  

 
Problem Ceramic Tiles:  
 
Some tiles are very porous and the dirt is absorbed deep into the tile surface. Lay-scrubbing may be needed to clean these tiles:  
1. Put up Wet Floor signs around the area to be scrubbed.  

2. Scrub the dirty floor with vacuum off. This will lay solution onto the floor.  

3. Scrub over the now-wet floor again, this time with solution off and vacuum off. Allow 10 minutes for the solution to work, but 
don’t let it dry out. Lay more if necessary.  

4. After this dwell time, during which the chemical is attacking the dirt, switch the vacuum on and scrub the floor again to pick up 
the dirty solution. 

5. If the floor is hard to clean, you can lay Shifter at 1 in 25 from a mop-bucket and use plain water in the scrubber tank for picking 

up.  
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